
Introduction

Deer farming involves some techniques which are not
normally used anywhere else. In particular, deer are
temperamentally different from other farmed animals
and need special handling. It is important that stock
handlers are suitably instructed and specifically trained
in deer husbandry.

This information sheet provides practical advice on
health and safety matters relating to deer farming.
Following this guidance will assist deer farmers in
meeting their duties under the Health and Safety at
Work etc Act 1974 and the Management of Health and
Safety at Work Regulations 1999.

The main areas covered in this sheet are:

● personal injury to stock handlers during handling
and routine husbandry tasks;

● risks to stock handlers who use veterinary
products;

● risks to stock handlers and the public from deer
slaughter;

● risks to the general public from public access.

These are assessed for farming red deer. Similar
considerations will apply to farming fallow or other
gregarious species of deer.

Deer handling

A well designed system for herding and handling deer
will enable the task to be carried out in a safe and
efficient manner with minimal stress to the deer.

Deer will need to be collected into a handling area for
certain husbandry tasks. During this operation there is
a risk of stock handlers being injured - either by being
kicked or gored, so precautions need to be taken to
avoid this. Such precautions will also generally be
beneficial to efficient, low-stress animal handling.

Where possible, arrange paddocks to open on to a
raceway system leading to the handling area. This will
avoid the need to move the deer through a series of
gates and paddocks.

Make sure the raceway is flanked by suitable fencing at
least 1.8 m high. Mask this area with timber or similar
material to give a solid appearance.

In the close confines of the handling area stock
handlers risk being butted or kicked by stags and large
hinds. Deer may also rear up and strike downwards
with their front hooves in a scissor-type kick. Design
the handling system so that large mature stags can
move through without direct contact with the stock
handlers. Provide body shields and safety helmets for
the stock handlers when handling small stags and
known aggressive hinds. Safety footwear with steel
toecaps will also be required where there is a risk of
injury to the feet.

Shields need to protect most of the body below the
neck and be made from 12 mm plywood, polycarbonate
or an equivalent material. Safety helmets made to 
BS EN 397 or BS 6658 are suitable.

The handling area can be a permanent facility or
consist of portable equipment. In either case, design it
carefully so that the animals are handled safely and
efficiently. Make sure walls are solidly built without
projections.

Deer tend to move to higher ground when disturbed, so
the handling area should be located to take advantage
of this trait.

Where subdued lighting is used to calm deer, it needs
to be sufficient to allow stock handlers to work safely.
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Figure 1 Deer restraint: drop floor crush




